vt                            THE GOLDEN BOUGH
them is in the main due to the Press Reader, whom I
desire to thank for the diligence and accuracy with which
he has performed his laborious task. The whole Index has
been repeatedly revised and freely corrected by me in proof.
In conclusion it is my duty as well as pleasure to
thank my publishers, Messrs. Macmillan & Company, for
the never-failing confidence, courtesy, and liberality with
which they have treated me during the many years Jn
which The Golden Bough has been in progress. From
first to last they have laid me under no restrictions what-
ever, but have left me perfectly free to plan and execute
the work on the scale and in the manner I judged best
Their patience has been inexhaustible and their courage
in facing the pecuniary risks unwavering* My printers
also, Messrs. R. & R. Clark of Edinburgh, have done
their part to my entire satisfaction ; they have promptly
responded to every call I have made on them for in-
creased speed, and with regard to accuracy I will only
say that in the scrutiny to which I have subjected the
book for the purpose of the Index I have detected many
errors of my own, but few or none of theirs. Publishers
and printers can do much to help or hinder an author's
work. Mine have done everything that could be done to
render my labours as light and as pleasant as possible.
I thank them sincerely and gratefully for their help,
and I reflect with pleasure on the relations of unbroken
cordiality which have existed between us for more than
a quarter of a century.
J. G, PRAZKR.
i BRICK COURT, TEMPLE,
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